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SUBJECT: MORE SPECULATION CONCERNING TENG'S RETURN 

1 . CHINESE PUBLICATIONS CLERK ASKED USLO OFFICER ON 
JANUARY 19 WHETHER HE HAD BEEN TO TIENANMEN ON JANUARY 8 
AND FOLLOWING. WHEN USLO OFFICER REPLIED IN AFFIRMATIVE, 

CLERK SAID "THEN YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT THE ARDENT DESIRE 
OF THE CHINESE PEOPLE IS." USLO OFFICER EXPRESSED 
UNCERTAINTY, ELICITING FROM CLERK A VERY POSITIVE "THE 
CHINESE PEOPLE WISH FOR THE RETURN OF COMRADE TENG 
HSIAO-PING AS OUR PREMIER." ASKED WHY, HE RESPONDED 

WITH EQUAL CERTITUDE "BECAUSE THEN OUR ECONOMY WILL 
PROGRESS RAPIDLY." THE CLERK WOULD NOT BE DRAWN OUT. 

HOWEVER, ON THE LIKELY TIMING OF TENG S RETURN OR THE 
REASONS FOR TENG'S FAILURE TO REAPPEAR THUS FAR. 
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2. INDIAN EMBOFF WHO REGULARLY SOUNDS OUT LOCAL 
CHINESE EMPLOYEE'S OPINIONS ON POLITICAL EVENTS 
TELLS US THAT HIS SOURCE ALLOWS THAT TENG WAS 
UNFAIRLY MALIGNED BY THE GANG OF FOUR BUT HEDGES 
AS TO THE TIME AND METHOD OF HIS RETURN. LOCAL 
EMPLOYEE OF NEW ZEALAND EMBASSY, ASKED SIMILAR 
QUESTIONS BY NEW ZEALAND EMBOFF, SAID MERELY THAT 
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TENG’S HEALTH WAS NOT TOO GOOD (T'A TE SHEN-T'I PU 
TA HAO). 

3. NEW ZEALAND EMBOFF HAS ALSO TOLD US THAT A 
GROUP OF NEW ZEALAND PARLIAMENTARIANS, EXTENDED AN 
INVITATION TO VISIT THE PRC IN THE SPRING, WERE 
ADVISED THAT APRIL 5 WOULD BE AN "INCONVENIENT' 1 
ARRIVAL DATE BUT THAT APRIL 10 WOULD BE QUITE ACCEPT- 
ABLE. COMMENT: APRIL 5 IS THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
HIGH TIDE OF THE TIENANMEN DEMONSTRATIONS LAST YEAR, 
AND THE OUTSIDE TARGET DATE FOR DISPOSAL OF THE TENG 
HSIAO-PING PROBLEM IF THE LEADERSHIP WISHES TO 
DEFUSE POSSIBLE MASS DEMONSTRATIONS IN HIS FAVOR. 
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